Ca2+/phospholipid-dependent protein kinase activity correlates to the ability of transformed liver cells to proliferate in Ca2+-deficient medium.
Extracellular Ca2+-deprivation inhibited the proliferation of normal T51B rat liver cells and reduced (2-4 fold) the amount of EDTA/EGTA-extractable protein kinase C activity. By contrast, preneoplastic and neoplastic T51B rat liver cells were able to proliferate in Ca2+-deficient medium and retained all of their extractable protein kinase C activity.